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The Netherlands-Indonesian Union 


The Hague Agreement, based on mutual compromise, replaces the old colonial 
relationship with a loose" union dependent on the good will of both parties. 


BY AMRY VANDENBOSCH 


SIAN RELATIONS have been 
ically changed as a result of the agreements rea hed 
at the Round Table Conference, which sat at The 
Hague from August 23 to November 2, 1949. The trans- 
fer of sovereignty in formal ceremonies at Amsterdam 
on December 27}brought to an end three and a half 
centuries of Dutch rule in the East Indies ar hipelag 
and brought into existence a Netherlands-Indon 


sovereign quality 


Union on the basis i 


The agreements achieved by the Conference are in- 
corporated in three main and a number of subsidiary 
documents, The three chief docu nts are the Nether- 
lands-Indonesian Union Statute, the Charter of the 
Transfer of Sovereignty, and the Agreement on Trans- 
tional Measures. Provisions governing the cooperation 
between the partners in 
nancia! end economic relations, and in the cultural field 


foreign relations 


defens 


are embodied im 
Statute. Differences with respect to a number of is 


| With the 


nents, which are 


special agreements attached to the 


sues were settled by an exchange of 
ratification of the three chief agr 
considered as constituting a single whole, the special and 
subsidiary agreemen 
The momentous agreements reached by the 


ts likewise go into ettect 

Round 
Mr. Vandenbosch is Professor of Political 
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1 West (Dutch) New Guinea provisionally remains under 
Dutch administration, its future status is to be determined 
by negotiations within the next year 

2 Texts of these and other documents, including the pro 
visional constitution, may be found m lUnased Netoas Com 
misnon for Indonena: Appendices to the Special Report 
the Securtty Counesd on the Round Table Conference, 8/1417 


Add. 1, November 14, 1949 (173 pp 


Table Conference have a long and, for the years since 
the war, a crowded and stormy background. The In- 
donesian nationalist movement, which comes to full frui- 
tion by these agreements, is not more than fifty years old. 
The first Indonesian political society was organized in 
1908. The establishment of the central representative 
body, the Peoples Council ( Volksraad), in 1918 gave the 
movement new opportunities to carry on its activities 
Until, 1931 the Indo- 
nesian members were in a minority, but from that year 
on they constituted half of the membership, with the 
Dutch, Chinese, and Arabs the other half. The Council 
had only advisory powers at first, but in 1927 it was 
After that date the 


Governor General, while retaining a rather wide emer- 


and to make its influence felt 


raised to a co-legislative body 
gency power, could exercise the general power of leg- 
islaton only after consultation with the Council and 
with its concurrence 

The nationalist movement was naturally strongest in 
Java, but it also developed considerable vigor in certain 
parts of Sumatra, notably in the region around Fort 
DeKock and on the 
cast coast, the center of large-scale Western agricultural 


among the Menangkebaucrs) 
enterprises. It was weakest on Borneo, except for a few 
urban centers, and New Guinea, In New Guinea and 
neighboring islands it was practically non-existent at 
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the time of Pear! Harbor, Though it had made great 


progres: in thirty years the muenement as a whole wa 
still weak and immature when World War II brok: 
out in Europe This was duc t a number of factors 
among which may be mentioned the heterogeneous char- 
acter of the population t datribution over a large 
number of widel separated islands. the reiatively re 
tarded development of many of the peoples, especially 


in the easterr and the restricted 


educational facilities Th quality ol education was 
high tagher than in most of the irrounding coun- 
tries-—but it was not extensive Moreover, the natronalst 
movernent had to operate in fairly narrow channels 
The Dutch authorities invested that it proceed along 
peaceful or evolutionary but these terms were 
frequently given a narrow interpretavion 
Early Plans for a Confederation 

For many Indonesian nationalists progress toward 
wlf government was mu } too slow Plans lor con 
titutional refort looking toward a Netherlands-Indo- 
nesian confederation had for some years been widely 
discussed hoth Dutch and Indon an } ader 
These discussions took more concrete form in 1937 when 


an Indonesian member of the Peoples Council by the 


name of Sutardjo introduced a resolution petioning 
the Netherland government to call an peri | 
ference for the purpos drafting plans for such a 
conlederation within wl } Indonesia would en full 
The resolution received the endarse- 
nent of the Council, but was re ed t t! ver 
ment. Three years later the so-called Vieman Cor 
miedon was instituted to pul into the wishes { the 
people of Indonesia with respect to pont il and 
stitutional hangers Thi { whose Ling 


were not published until after Pear! Harbor, reported a 
widespread deare for some sort of confederation. In 
1940 a resolution similar to the earlier one by Sutardjo 
was introduced in the Peoples Council, but by the ume 
it Carre up for dehat Nether had b 
run by the Germans, and the Ind govern td 
clared that “> lone th Cer if i j nti d 
and the Dutch parliament could not extend its appr ‘ 
the resolution was out of order 

All of this was deeply d tppow to the | ’ 
nesian nationalists, and tended stror to alienate tt 
from the Dutch. Probab realize that perseveranc 
thu attitud ment have onsequ t} 
Netherlands oxtk Low hon Jur 
16. 1941 announced to its dependencies im the East and 
the West that it planned t i conteret 
lv after the liberat { the | territory ¢t { 
plans for constitutional _ret t 
pendencies and betwe the and the N lhe 
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proposed conference would have only advisory functions. 
Queen Wilhelmina in a radio address from London on 
[dex ember 7, 


the war to conside7 constitutional reforms 


1942, again promised a conference after 
The declara- 
tion on this occasion was more specific as to the expected 
nature of the reforma. The Queen visualized “a com- 
monwealth in which the Netherlands, Indonesia, Sur- 
inam, and Curacao will participate, with complete self- 
reliance and freedom of conduct for cach part regard- 
readiness to render 
interesting to that the 
Table Conference” was used in the ad- 
Unfortunately, Indonesia was now under Jap- 


if any Indonesians heard the address 


ing its internal affairs, but with 


mutual assistance.”” It is note 
term “Round 
dress 
anese occupation 


it probably made little impression on them 


Postwar Dutch Attitudes 

The speedy conquest of the Indies, with all that it 
involved in the way of lost prestige for the Dutch, and 
the long Japanese occupation made the resumption of 
Dutch rule in the old form an in possibility. Most Neth- 
erlanders realized that. But many Netherlanders had the 
feeling that if the Indies had been reconquered by Al- 
lied armed forces as was the Philippines, or if the 
Dutch had had the equipment and the men to move into 
the Indies immediately after capitulation by Japan, 
events then On the 


islands outside of Java and Sumatra the Netherlanders 


ance would have been different 
were able to establish law and order first and then pro- 
ceed with political reforms in an orderly and peaceful 
manner. Not a few believed that this could also have 
been the course of events on Java and Sumatra.’ For 
these and other reasons many Netherlanders were ¢s- 
pecially bitter about the intervention by the United Na- 
tions. Why should the honorable intentions repeatedly 
stated, even in solemn declarations by their Queen, be 
brought into question before the United Nations? And 
why should their government be asked to deal with “a 
made-in-Japan” Republic of Indonesia, which after all 


had de facto jurisdiction over only a part of Indonesia? 


It is important to understand this point of view of 
many Netherlanders, however erroneously they may 
have reasoned. Gradually they adjysted themselves to 


the new situation 

It is not necessary to dwell upon events in Indo- 
nesia during the first months after the Japanese sur- 
render. The nationalists immediately acquired a rally- 
ing point in the Republic proclaimed by Sukarno and 
Hatta under Japanese auspices only three days after the 
capitulation by Japan, Before the arrival of the first Al- 
lied contingent some six weeks later Indonesians had 


acquired thousands of arms from the Japanese troops 


$ Java and Sumatra account for about 75 percent of the 
population of the archipelago 


FAR EASTERN SURVEY 


some by force and some by Japanese connivance. Under 
the circumstances General Christison, who was in charge 
of the small British force which arrived at Batavia on 
September 30 for the purpose of disarming the Jap- 
anese and evacuating Allied prisoners and internees, 


extended to the Republic a “de facto” recognition 


The Linggedjati Agreement 

The Dutch Government on November 7, 1945 is- 
sued a declaration of principles, in which it stated that 
its object was the rapid development of Indonesia as 
a partner in a kingdom so constructed that the slf- 
respect of all peoples participating in it would be 
guaranteed. On February 10, 1946, the Netherlands 
government made more specific proposals: an Indo- 
nesian commonwealth, composed of units with vwary- 
ing degrees of self-government, and Indonesian citizen- 
ship, a transition period of ten years, and separate Indo- 
nesian membership in the United Nations, Formal nego- 
tiations between Lieutenant Governor General van 
Mook and Prime Minister Sjahrir, under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Archibald Clark Kerr, later Lord Inver- 
chapel, began on March 13. After the arrival of a 
Commission General from The Hague in September 
and two more months of negotiations, an agreement 
was finally reached. The s-called Linggadjati Agree- 
ment was initialed on November 15, 1946 but was not 
signed until March 25 following 

Under the terms of the agreement the Dutch and 
Republican governments undertook to cooperate in 
establishing a federal state, the United States of Indo- 
nesia, and in forming a Union of two equal partners, 
namely, the new federal state of Indonesa and the 
Netherlands, in which the Netherlands with Surinam 
and Netherlands Antilles (Curacao) would constitute 
a single unit 

In the meanwhile Borneo and the islands of the 
eastern part of the archipelago had again come under 
Dutch authority and Governor General van Mook set 
to work to organize this area politically. After several 
conferences with political leaders of this area the state 
of East Indonesia was set up in December 146 

It soon became apparent that implementation of ‘the 
agreement would not be easy. Terrorim continucd in 
Republican territory, leading to appeals for help from 
Phe Republi 
not only did not cease but sought to extend its foreign 


several areas under Republican control 


relations, and it insisted upon controlling its army intact 
All of this the Netherlands officials regarded as contrary 
to the agreement and an indication of unwillingness to 
implement it. On May 27, 1947 the Commission Gen- 
eral presented a detailed set of proposals for carrying 
out the agreement, including a proposal for the forma- 
tion of a transition government. To this the Republic 
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made a reply which the Commission General in « note 
of June 20 declared “olfers no powdbility for further 
negotiations.” On July 21 the Netherlands government 


resorted to police action.* 


The Renville Agreement 

At this point the United Nations Security Council 
intervened, which led to the appointment of a Com- 
mimon of Good Offices under whose auspices negotia- 
tons between the Republik and Dutch representatives 
were renewed. The so-called “Renville” Agreement, 
signed on January 17, 1948, was the outcome. Eighteen 
poliucal principles, calculated to smooth the way for 
further detailed arrangements, constituted this agree 
ment 

The Dutch now revised their Constitution in order to 
make posible the reorganization of the imperial system 
in accordance with the terms of the Linggadjati and 
Renville 


volved the proposal of the changes by parliament, the 


Agreements. This constitutional revision in- 


dissolution of the two Chambers and new elections, and 
the passage of the revised text by the new parliament 
by a two-thirds majonty, The revision was officially pro- 
claimed on September 21, 1948." Furthermore, Mr. van 
Mook resigned as Governor General in October and 
Mr. Beel, former prime minister, was named High Com- 
missioner of the Crown in Indonesia, the former office 
being discontinued 

Once again the representatives of the Netherlands 
and the Republic of Indonesia sought to implement the 
basic agreements of Linggadjati and Renville, but again 
to no avail. The Netherlands government, asserting that 
the leaders of the Republic were cither unwilling or un- 
able to carry out the agreements, again resorted to “po- 
hee action” on December 18, this time occupying Jog- 
jakarta, the Republic's capital, and taking its leaders 
as politcal prisoners. In conformity with a resolution 
of the Secunty Council of March 25, negotiations were 
resumed with respect to the return of the Republican 
government to its capital, the proclamation of a cease- 
ture order, and the time and conditions for holding a 
Round Table Conference at The Hague. On May 7 an 
agreement was reached in the so-called van Royen-Kum 
Declarauons.* The Netherlands delegation declared the 
willingness of its government to permit the return of 
the Republican government to its capital, and both gav- 


ernments agreed to participate in a round-table con- 


4 See Indonene, Nederiand em de Wereld, ty UJ. van 
Mook (Amaterdam, 1949), 
ination of these events by « leading participant 


for an account and caam 


5 For teat of the constitutional revision we Ronde Tafei 
Conferente: Feten em Documenten (The Hague, 1949), pp 
119-121 


For text we Ronde Tafel Conferenne, pp 16-198 
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ference at The Hague with a view to accelerating “the 

unconditional transfer of real and complete swermgnty 

to the United States of Indonesia.” 
In the meanwhile the Inder 

come more cot 

publics 

politx 

frequently 

a federal Inder 

of the Re prul 

The Federal 

pressed th 

the establ } 

the cooperati 

Table 

tavia in 

organization 

Aasernbly 

of the Re 

in Jun 

Table 

Indonesian mite cu ly and August 

the Republi 

gener al prio 

United State 

lands- Indore 


ference the ins and Federal! 


was a tripartite co 
Round 


for the 


Contes d 1 n, and 


differences and arrived at a bamec common policy 
at K und Lat Conference 
Hagu 


presented ont on all 


pursued 
its own delegation at The Conlerence 


inipertant 


The Round Table Conference 
The Round 

by Prime Minister Willem Dr 

ference co 

Knights in whi 

the States General 

lared 


lable Conference we fficsally ope 
August 23. The ¢ 
lerzaal” Ha! 


erlands che 
over the 
which bias 
pre viou ney 
newaa becas 
But all pas 
be an 
achieve 
mittee 
trons 


There was 


the Dutch and the Indonesians with respect to the work 
of the conference. Prime Minister Drees summarised 
the Dutch point of view by stating We must come 
to clear agreements and arrangements taking immtO ac- 
count evervone’s dignity, interest and abulity.” Premuect 
Hatta, on the other hand. stressed the need of a speedy 
agreement. He in view of the shortness of the time 
nentals and principles would 
be sufficrent and that the details c« 1 he 
later The 


delegates would have 


that an agreermoent on funda: 
worked out 
Indonesian, and esper sally the Republi an 
been satistied with an agreement 
on the transfer of: sovereignty, leaving to a later date, 
when their postion had been strengthened both jur- 
rotnauons on 
As a Dutch 
Indonesians want to take ove: 
the house, but without the mortgage.” The Dutch dele- 


up all of the 


idically and prac tically by such transfer 
the other and more d tailed arrange: ts 
newspaper put it, “The 
gation, of course wished agree- 
nents in one package, since the transfer of sovereignty 
was its strongest bargaining point. With one notable 
exception, the Dutch viewpoint on this matter prevailed 
There seems to have been no great difficulty in agree- 
ing on the Charter of the Transfer of Sovereignty as 
The Charter states that “The Kinedom of the 
transters 
Reput lic 


ind thereby recog- 


Stat h 
Netherlands unconditionally and irrevocably 
complete sovereignty over Indonesia to the 
of the United States of Indonesia” 
nmizes said Republic “as an independent and sovercign 


while the Republic 


on the basis of the provisions of its constitution which 


State,” accepts “said sovereignty 
has been brought to the knowledge of the Kingdom of 


the Netherlands.” 


The Question of New Guinea 


Disagreement there was, however, over the disposi- 


tion of New Guinea sparsely inhabited, un- 
developed area whose resources are still largely unknown 
The Dutch delewates arrued that New Guinea is not 
ethnologi- 
cally, and they Dutch 


The Netherlands delegation obably feared 


a part of Indonesia cither geogra phi 
insisted that it ren under 
soverTmignty 
that. having vielded so much hey needed this conces- 
sion in order to get the nece ~thirds vote for 
the agreements in the Scates However, the 
Indonesian dele 
at home if they vield this It was reported 


~ Guinea having 


that the Indonesians 


heen brought under i ignty, to ma 


nts giving the extensive participation in 


mie devel pu ar Te! ustravoen of the 
Since hes re cttled ha por 
juestiom and all parties we bring the 
ference to a close, it was agre second article 


the Charter providing that New Guinea will remain 
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mar 
i to tx 
had 
t they 
of 
tch nation through 
the United Neth 
‘ 
{ Spain. There hung 
rence some of the distrust and susy : 
xercised so voknt an influence ver 
tfiathons and att the situation in Ind 
woute be ot re" y 
‘ doubt realizing how sermus would 
failure worked with 
ul agreement. The United Nations 
lonesia ently helpful sus 
Dijeenton + Be 
A See W edi ( 4 pages 
munique issued the 


POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS IN INDONESIA 


Approximate status at the time of the Hague Conference 


Indoneman Re publre prior to the Detch 


is still under negotiation betweeen the Netherlands 


REPUBLICAN 
Population 79,000,000 
Area of Sumatra 
Bantam 
Area of Middle Java 


FROPRALIST 
Population; 47,000,000 
State of East Sumatra 
Padang 
State of South Sumatra 
Federation of Banka Billiton-Riouw 
Autonomous Arca of West Borneo 
Autonomous Area of East Borneo 


pose 


Republwan” ercas ate thow controlied by the 
of December 18, 1948. The of New 


and the United States of Indonena 


repematisy (contiawed) 
Autonomous Area of Kota Waringin 
Autonomous Area of Great Dayak 
Autonomous Area of Bandjar 
Autonomous Arca of Southeast Borneo 
State of Pasundan (West Java) 
Middle Java 
State of East Java 
State of Madura 
State of East Indonesia 


STATUS UNI 
Population 1,000,000 


New Guinea 


under Dutch sovereignty until its status has been de- 
termined through negotiations, but the issue must b« 
settied within a year from the transfer of sovereignty 
Probably the most delicate issue before the conference 
was that of the character of the proposed Netherlands- 
Indonesian Union. The Indonesian delegates wished 
to make certain that the sovereignty which ther new 
state would acquire by the Charter of Transicr would 
not be diminished in any way by the Statute of Umon 
They therefore strongly insisted upon a “loose” union 
whose organs would have only a consultative function in 
fields previously determined. An unportant section of 


Dutch public opinion favored a “tight” union, but 


there were also political leaders who advocated a “loos” 


umon 
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Ihe more extreme of the former group wanted 


a union with independent powers and executive organs 
with jurisdiction over a limited number of subjects, such 


as defense, foreagn policy, and financial and commercial 
Some even desired to have the union govern- 
ment guarantee civil and property nghts and sound ad- 
rumstration. Those who favored a “loose” union crgued 
that looser tics, if wholeheartedly accepted now, would 
be much more hkely to endure, Premier Hatta made 
it clear in his opening speech that his people were un- 


slterably opposed to ar ything that looked like a super- 
state and that his ¢.cgation would like to have the 
ment of Umeon in the form of an. international 
mprormuse had therefore to be found. To 

find this compromuse the Steering Commuttee spent a 


week-end “in conclave” in Namur, Belgium. 


4 
15 
i4 
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2 18 
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According to the Statute the nion “effectuates 
organized couperahon bet the two 


the has om ire will am juality Matus with 


rights” an des 

of th two partners as a 
State Art. | Ihe head 
Juliana are 

headship is clearly only titu 

of voluntary and lasting 
ners” (Art. 6 This does not se 
sistent with the revised Dat 
that the “Crown 

cartics 

heads! 

provi 

arming under th 

Court of Arbitration 

appointed by each of the 
Decissoms wall be 

of a te vote th 

the Interna 

of another natio 


the 


of Arbitrator 
clares iteclt 
ther 
the rational court 


Union Stat 


ily ured 


Chief Organ of Union 
The chief organ of the l 


each partner 


prov al of thee 


they wall be 


to an institution of this kind is the vague provision of 
Article 10 that “the two partners shall effectuate good 
contact and regular cooperation between the parhaments 
of the partners,” which apparently means only dis- 
Cussons between representatives of the two partners 

There is to be a permanent secretariat to serve the 
Union, cach of the members to appoint a secretary- 
general, each to take charge in alternate years 

The Statutr contains no provisions rectly guarantec- 
ing civil rights to the rather importaht minorities in 
Indonesia. The partners do, howevet undertake to 
base their form of government on the principles of 
democracy and to aim at an inde pe hdent judu iary.” 
Furthermore, they agree to “recognize the fundamental 
human rights and freedoms” enumerated in an ap- 
pendix (Art. 3). Presumably one of the partners could 
bring the failure by the other to live up to these pro- 


vinenms before the Court of Arbitration 


The Debt Issue 

The debt issue was one of extreme difficulty. as a 
very large part of the external debt of Indonesia is held 
in the Netherlands. The Dutch delegation at first de- 
manded that as long as the Netherlands remained the 
largest creditor the Dutch government should have some 
control over Indonesian financial and fiscal policy or 
an assignment certain export commodities for pay- 
ment on the Indonesian debt to Holland. The Indonesian 


delegation rejected these demands as in effect an in- 


fringement of sovereignty. As on so many other issucs, 
both parties made concessions The Nether- 
lands acquires no control over Indonesian monetary and 

poli vy, but the Indonesian government will 
onsult the Dutch government before taking unportant 


casures with re spect to these matters so long “as Indo- 


nesia has li ities toward the Netherlands 
The Indonesian delegation at first refused to con- 
sider the assumption by their government of any debts 


ontracted in the past few years by the Netherlands 


the name of Indonesia, and presented 


unter-<lair Thus the two delegatons at first were 
ke apart the amount of debt which the United 
Indonesia should take over. Under the terms 
ment the Republe of the United 
take over a debt oft ap- 
guilders (about $1,200 mil- 
bond vs ues totaling 900 mul- 
is) and 400 rul- 
guilders im loan wn t t d States and Can- 
Indonesia assumes all of the internal debt at the 
er of sovermenty. This is estimated 

sbout hon guilds rs 
The rmulitary agreement gives clear evidence of the 


fact that “actual and complete sovereignty” has been 
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Secretariat of the United Nations for registration im a 
cordance with Art it Charter of a 
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transferred to the Republic of the United States of 
Indonesia. Each partner bears the full and exclusive 
responsibility for the defense of its own territory, Dutch 
troops in Indonesia are not to be used for military 
operations after the transfer of sovereignty unless called 
upon by the Indonesian government, and are to be 
withdrawn from Indonesian territory within six months 
of the transfer of soverrignty, or as soon as possible if 
lack of shipping or technical difficulties make with- 
drawal within this period imposible. The partners will 
exchange military missions; a Netherlands military mis- 
sion will aid Indonesia in establishing and training its 
armed forces and its members will also serve as advisors 
on military matters. 


Provisional Constitution 

A provisional constitution for the Republic of the 
United States of Indonesia was drafted at the Round 
Table Conference by the Republican and Federalist 
delegates and presented to the Dutch delegation for its 
information. The Constitution is an claboration of the 
understandings reached at the Inter-Indonesian Con- 
ference last July and August. It provides for a demo- 
cratic, federal system of government, with a president 
elected by delegates from the component units, a Nation- 
al Assembly of 150 members (with one-third of the wats 
allotted to the Republic), 
of the federal areas is to have two members. Nine, six, 
and three memberships in the National Assembly are 


and a Senate in which each 


reserved for the Chinese, European, and Arab minorities 
respectively. Within a year of the transfer of sovereignty 
a constituent assembly, whose members are to be chosen 
in a free and secret election, shall meet to draft a per- 
manent constitution 

The Netherlands-Indonesian Union is indeed a re- 
markable achievement and a new development in inter- 
state relations. Some wide differences in points of view 
were ingeniously resolved. While the Union is more 
formal in its structure and procedures than the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, its effectiveness is neverthe- 
less just as dependent upon good will between the part- 
ners. Both parties yielded much to make agreement on 
the Union posible; each has much to gain from its 
successful operation, 


TRADE REVIVAL BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND INDONESIA 


Trade between Australia and Indonesia, at a virtual 
standstil! since 1945, shows sens of being revived, The 
Federal Secretary of the Australian Exporters Federa 
tion, Arthur J. Birch, was recently quoted as saving 
that at least three ships are leaving from Australian ports 
for Indonesia during December as a direct result of the 
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decision of Australian trade unions at the end of No- 
vember to lift the ban on shipping to the Bast Indies 

Indonesia would probably exchange tea and kapok 
for Australian flour and other foodstuffs. Mr. Birch 
estimates this trade as worth four or five milhon Aus 
tralian pounds a year 

The Australian Home Service carries the story from 
Svdney that shipping between the two countries will 
start immediately. Reports from both Batavia and Mel- 
bourne tell of a projected Australian government trade 
mission to be sent to the new Indonesian Republic 


NEWS CHRONOLOGY 


December 9 to 22, 1949 


December 10: Australia A national election replaces the 
Labor government with a Liberal Country coalition bed by 
Robert Gordon Mennen 

December 10: China, The povernoe of Yennan tutes the 
province over to the Communits Chiang Kai-shek flies to 
Formona 

December 10. Indochina is reported that the French gov 
Britwh to withheld recognition of 
Communnt China wonl the letter has given guaranters that 
Indochina will not be molested 

December 10 
West Java ratifies the Hague agreement 


erament has asked 1! 


Indonesa The provisional parliament of 
It is the thirteenth 
of the sixteen Indonesian states to do so 

December 10 Premier Liagat Ali Khan accepts 
an invitation from President Truman to visit the United States 

December 10: Philppines Ut in reported that a visiting 
US military mission has worked cut plans te arm and equip 
a combined Philippines armed services and constabulary foree 
of 45,000 men 


December 10 


Pakistan 


British Governor Stewart dics at 
Singapore from stab wounds inflicted ‘by an assassin last week 
December 11: Aoves Two ECA employees held by the 


North Korean government are released 


Savanah 


Thasland A church council meeting in 
Bangkok, representing 15,000,000 Bast Asian Protrstants, de- 
clares that the conflict between Christianity and Communiem 


December 1! 


is “fundamental.” 
India and Palistan The UN Coromision on 
Kashror reports failore and a single arbiter with 
to settle the Kashmir dispute 
The Ukrainian delegation to the 
UN oettecks the Hague agrectnent as « “restoration of the 
colomal rule” and predicts that “wide democratic circles” 
and Indonesian military forces will not accept the agreement 

December 12: Philippines proclawned president 
after the defeat of opporition strategy by the reuniting of 
the Liberal party with « splinter group which supported Aveline 
durte the receat clections 

December 13: Indenena The Sowiet Union twice vetoes 
Secunty Counel resolution commending the Dutch and lado 
pemans for the completion of the Hague agreement 

December 13: Jepen railway workers end a« 


7 


December 12 


“broad authority” 


December 12: Indonena 


series of hunger strikes as the government opens negotiations 
with SCAP for permission to pay a year's end bonus (amount 
ing to about two weeks’ pay per employee, than 
the union's demand 

December 14: Indochine 
dicate that “several thouwsan 
fleecing into Indochina have been disarmed interned 
without difficulty 

December 14: Indenena 
fies the Hague agreement by a vote of 226 two 62. The sixteen 


The Republican parliament rati- 


states and territories of Indonesia sgn a provisional constitu 
thon for the new nation 7 

December 14: Japan.. The Diet decides to seck UN aid ir 
securing the repatriation of Japanese prisoners of war in U 
Soviet Union. 


Yecember 14 


Philp pines The government bans free do 
mestic trade in gold and orders all fortes of gold but jewelry to 
be returned to the Central Bank 

December 15: China. Gen Liu Wen-bui, Gowernor of Sikang 
province, and two Szechwan generals go over to the Commu- 
nists 

December 15: Korea. The reconstituted UN Comn 
Korea mecty-in Seoul with a quorum of fou 
agrees to ask for a renewed ples for the att 
delegates from -E! Salvador, the Philippi 

December 14: Philippines 
Sulu province continues with the 
unit 

December 16 


Union and is received by Stalir 


Chine. Mao Tre tung arriv 
He states th 
strengthen the world front for pea and te 
against “warmongers The Peking radio reports 
Communist troops have reached the Indochines 
south Kwangsi. The US State Department announ 
embassy will follow the Nationalist government to 
capital in Taipei, Formosa 

December 16: India and Patistan Sheikh M 
dullah, Prime Minister of Kashmir, arrives u 
before the UN Security Council in the Kashr 
Indonena Dr Sukart i elected first 


dispute 
December 16 

president of the United States of Indonesia 

Philp pines It is reported that President 

Quirino will visit the United States soon for dical treat 


December 16 


tment 


December 17: Burma. Burma recog 
munist government 
China 


December 17 “Reliable” sour re 


nation of Yen Hsi-shan as Nationalist Pre S State 

Department formally warns US ships and « 

Shanahbai is a “zone of danger extr 

shipy og.” 
December 17 


India and Pakistan The UN § 


cil, secking a short-cut to the solutn 
initiates informal talks between the 
McNaughton of Canada, and the represent 
Pakistan 
December |7 


charges that his country’s principal trad 


Pohistan Afghanistan's 

through Pakistan, have be severed b 

China The Natsona 

that i¢ will mine all Communist ports on 
December 18: Indonena President Sukar sppoiats Mo 


ier of the United States of Indonesia 


December 18 


hammed Hatta first pren 


December 18: Japan 


The US State Department announces 


that it will start traieing “impertant™ Japanese diplomats as 
part of the program to readmit Japan into the family of 
natvons 
December 19: Indie. Parliament votes to consider a con- 
trowersial bill to refoem ancient Hinde social codes after Prime 
Minister Nehru promises a public opinion poll on the sub- 
ect 
December 19: Indochine. French press reports state that the 
Vietnam goverament of Bac Dai will formally take power in 
Indochina on December 30 
December 20: Indonesia. The membership of the Indonesian 
cabinet is announced, with Republicans outnumbering Federal- 
ists cleven to five 
December 11: Chine. K. C. Wa, former mayor of Shanghai, 
becomes gowerner of Formosa He states that he will ask the 
Joint Chinese-US ECA Council that $54 million in unspent 
ECA funds be allocated to Formosa 
December 21: Indenena The Netherlands Senate passes 
a bill for the transfer of sowercignty to Indonesia and royal 
assent uw given 
Japen. The Soviet delegate walks out of a 
meeting of the Allied Council at the initiation of the dis- 
cussion of a charge that the Soviet Union is using Japanese 
prisoners of war as foreed labor in Siberia. He charges that 
the US is helping to revive Japanese Fascism. The lower house 
of the Diet passes by a narrow margin the government's bill 
for b payments to governinent workers, a jornt meeting 
ommitters decides to accept the reduced bonus 
fice to further demands 
China The Chinese embassy in London asks 
nt not to prejudice the Nationalists’ UN 
aor recogmzng the Communist regune 
December 22: Japan It is reperted that the Japanese 
roment has informed the Diet that it does not recognize 
Yalta agreement and therefore may claim © retain sover- 
Kuriles and south Sakhalin as well as 
Bonins, Okinawa, and Iwo. Gen. MacArthur announces thet 
LS eovermment to seck the aid of a neutral 
to investigate the condition of Japanese prisoners in the 


non 


December 


British governe 


tv over the southerr 


as asked the 


The Fen Eastern accepts no responsibility for the 
scouracy of tema on the “News Chronology.” The chronology 
s based on reports in the New York Herald Tribune and the 


New York Times It is prepared by Irving I. Kramer 
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